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Courteous Reader : 
= AN / World, apes ard time of the 1 harch,.ix whic h we 

GW a9 have owr being, and ſeriouſly obſervant of the 

CY, Diſpenſations of Providence (uitable to the (ca- 
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ant Satans ſubilty as much atted as in any Ape 


fmple, and [nah as embrace not the truth inthe love of it, 2 Theſ. 3,16, 
ard ſubjecting the Church to exceeding great diſorder and confuſion; 
ard. that under the ſpecioxs pretences of Lighr,, Reformation, and Liber- 


ty; Gods ſeverity i» ſetting aſide the Amnthority both in Charch aud 
State, which ſhould have been as an hook.in the noftrils, and bridle to 
the tongue of evil inſtruments; Deceivers, going about to deceive, and. 


compaſſing all places to decry the Truth aud Ordinances of God; Gods 
ſeverity in with-drawing his diſcerning and eſtabliſhing Spirit, cu1 
giving ex #p to the. vanity of their mindes,to ſtrong deluſions, ay and 
to 4 reprobate ſenſe, not ti diſt inguiſh between good and evil, falſe and 
true, but to be carried: Captive at the pleaſure of the Prince of Dark= 


ntſs, and todeterwine this ſad eſtate, an eſtate of glorious and_Saint- - 


like liberty; "per in all this Gods ſeverity hath not ſo much appeared as 
.in the late upſtart Quakers,by whom the Devil comes in ftealingly intothe 


Field,fetting afide his uſual ſubtilties in downand dirett terms,to dams. 
all Sacred Order and Ordinances of God, under uopretence taking with a- 
rational man, much leſs au uzlerft anding Chriſtian, Whilſt the bare- 


wordie ont=cry. of a light within you ( without any the leaſt diſco> 


ver) of its form, matter or property, nay with the concomitancy of the 
voſt palpable ails and effefts of poſitive darkneſs that-can be imagined). 
3s the chief and only way, the ſum. and all ef the: arguments wrged to: 
call from the Charch, truth, and Ordinances of the Goſpel, unto a meer- 


Phrens 


, SDEFD F thou haſt beer 1, Any meaſure ſenſible of the 


on, thon canſt. not but have ſeen Gods ſeverity, 


— of the World, Gods ſeverity 12 perm ting, and. 
W UG NT ſilently indulging; Satars ſubtilty, in ſedvcing the 
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"The Epiſtle to the Reader] 


'Phreiſie, a»d fanatick'ſpiric of rayline and re proach; yet ww to, how 


go they prevail too tos much with too too many ? 

Concerning theſe unhappy Quakers many things have been writt en, not 
fo much in order to their conviQtion, who neither own, ror wh nick 
any common or certain rule, nor yer with any meekneſs and ſilent ſub- 
m'jſion yeeld their ears to inſtruition, ney yet are ſound in mind, but 
have ſubdued that very rationall- power with which God and Nature 
bath induced ſome, unto that ſad and deluſive power with which they 
are poſſeſſed; inſomuch that we may ſay of them, as one in another 
caſe, Hoc genus hominum ridere foleo non odifle, they are to be pitteed, 
rot hated; they are tobe prayed for, not preached unto; for the Devil 

which poſſeſſeth them, is ſuch as can be caſt out by ns other means ſave 
faſting and prayer ; andinated amongſt ether gronnds of our compaſſion, 
this 8s not the leaſt » that they enjoy too much liberty, to expreſs and [0 
creaſe their madneſs, that though their ſpirits are ſubjeft to a Bedlam 
temper and diſpoſition, men Well not ſhew them ſo much pity as to ſubjett 
them to Bedlam Diſcipline, © On RO 
Bat theſe things were written for the prevention of others, who by 
Gods grace are yet ſound, not only inthe faith, but minde, that they may 
be defended againſt the force of ſo ſimple a deluſion, which muſt needs 
prevail more by enchantments then enlightening arguments, the which 
they do net at all urge, andtherefore pretend ta be ruled by a light with- 
in them, and appeal to no other Judge ſave the light within them, and 
ſo by an obſctre kinde of Chymiſtry reſolve all into light, which #s no other 
than the very word light, withont any ſormal being, of properties pecu- 
liar to real light, For to expoſf ulate with thee ( Courtearms Rea- 
der ) concerning thy their ſo much cried up light within them, conſider, 
ts it light proper , or Metaphorical? Is it init ſelf by way of ſ#bſtance 


_ a body of material light, or ſomething that in its operation doth ſo much 


reſemble light, that it is ſo denominated? if the former, the Sun and 


. Moon, theſe material ſubſt antial lights of Heaven are of no uſe to chem, 


and much charge expended in Caydle-light will be b y them ſpared , nay 
and their very being and motion muſt be conviltion aud diretioa to all 
ſuch as live but #nder their Horizon: but if the latter, viz. Metaphntical 
light, for their convincing , dirifting Principles and power, thes is 
their light ;the light of Nature,or grace? if the light of Nature, what 
have they above others, how canthey ciy 1 perfeit'on } have they any 
thing that us not common to men ai mend { v2, ſome ſb-r6 185 of !ight 
which eſcaped the [ad blaſt of mans fearful /.ll } the w44:h dAiltateth 
ſeveral airettons to duty to mengand ſame tawards God diſcoverecth ſome 
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The Epiftle to the Reader; ** | 
6 this PM 4s falſe,and 803k, other things 4 true, and good to be embraced; 
and purſued ; if this be the light they call men to follow aud obey, whas 
have they that Turks, Jews, and Pagaxs do not enjoy ? Why ſhould they 
| boaſt of perfettron? is not this light too weak to diſcover and comprehend 
| the deep things of God,and myſteries of Salvation ? yet by the prineiples 
of this I:ght they preach to others, the pureſt whereof is, Do az you would 
be done by, owe no man any thing, repent, andthe like morall precepts ; as 
' alſo by their praltice whereon they ground their imagined perfettion, 
 Pprondly chalenging men to charge them with diſhoneſty or diſorder ;n the 
uſe of the Creature ( from which they ſuperſtitionſly abſtain) This 
| ſeems to any rational man to be the light they do. ſo much advance, and. 
| | pretend wnto, —_ Fo 
' Tf this be the li - they cry up, I ſay it is a light though a weak one, it; 
will diſtinguiſh objetts, and diflate Daties, though darkly z and I bear- 
4 tily wiſh that pretenders to higher light would mere obſerve. this tha 
| they do ; ſure I am,the juſtice of Arittides and Fabricius may reprove the 
vn uſt ice and diſhoneſty of many Chriſt ians, enjoying thu light,.enlarged 
and wade more bright.by the light of the Gofpel, and if but according-to 
theprinciples of thus light they would reduce mex to Morall vertues, lee 
them rightly diſplay the. beams thereof, and I ſhall deſire they may ; 
meet with many Proſelytes., but whilſt they publiſh this light to 0- ( 
' thers, I cannot bit obſerve they darken it themſelves, they darken it by 
T their diſorderly expreſſions, declaring things in general terms, not defi» 
ning the nature of them; doth not theincongruity of their expreſſion, the 
inconfiſt ence of their Sentences, each one other multiplying words in an 
wndigefted,.immethodical heap, leave all men is the dark,what they mean 
by their light, whilſt they are tothem that hear plain barbarians, A vox 
& pretereanihil,and doth wot Nature teach to ſpeak, in order, and method, ! 
Principles in which te be inſtruRed? deth it not count him the moſt ele- 
gam Orator who ſpeaks ſo diſt init ly and plainly, that the beams of light 
from hin may be ſeen and acknowledged by all? did net. Natyre call 
Aeraclitus Cudſeivos the dark, Phileſopher , for reudring Obſcura per 
obſcuriora, /o/ing 4 Principle in acloud of obſcure tnſignificant words ?: 
nay and doth not their pratiſe ( which ſhowld be the clear comment on 
their Principles) render them much more dark, or rather diſtaſt full 
As als of darkneſs, ſo detected by the very light of Natzre; what wit 
you ſay w their altogether decrying Gods autward worſhip? duh nat 
Nature it ſelf dirett ro ſome atts of Worſhip, to an acknowledged Deity? 
oply their light reneunceth it, Is it Light that leads to the d:ſreſpett of 
all ſnperiours, neither to giag them kenour in wards or geſt ore? was nit 


the. 


The Epiſtle tothe Reader, 
the Fifth Command ingraven on the beart by Nature? Teacheth it a0 
a} men its the World to obſerve that order which God bath ſet among men, 
and give tocvery man that civil bowottr that is due unto thery, by reaſo)y 
of age, place, or quality? The light of Nature bluſheth at their rude Lax-: 

guage and behaviour, and beſpeaks them beafts of darkneſs, rather thay 

ſubjelts of any diſt 1nguiſhing light ; Doth the light of Natmre give li- 

| berty for women tobe common comronlers, and ordinary ſpeakers ? Is not 
flence the duty impoſed , and Property adorning that Sex ? will ut the 
Heathen rejett the Religion which  inforced with feminine vayce and 
Bile? finde you them not without natural affetion to their Hubands, 
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\ and Children? not only in a neglef of their time and callng+ in idlexe(s, 
following the pretended ligit within them, but alſo Wickealy leaving 
thems, and Wandring from Country to Count ry, from Nationto Nation, iv 
rabid aud ſavage way, to advance the pretended light within them > 
theſe and the l:ke atts of moſt groſs audtpaipable darkne(s are ſo obvious 
toevery obſervant ee, that they. ſeeing theme cannot but bluſh if Nas 
tures weak and vitiated eye be bnt half open, and: 1 cannot think that 
there needed any more pregnant or perſwaſive argument to ſtay 
thee from cloſing with their aeluſions, than a plain Hiſtorical! repre= 
ſentation of their works of. darkxueſs, (8. diretitly comtrary to the light of 
Nature. -— ; ER SEED 
But their light pretends it ſelf ts be that of Grace, and'if ſv, how was 
it acquired. how is it. approved? They have indeed by Providewce been 
eaſt into Goſpel-times, and places, and ſo know the. Scripture, and its. 
abraſes, but by it they gainea not this Lights for the-Scripture, they difÞ- 
own and decry, they muſt needs then have-it by ſome extraordinary ins 
fuſion, and this certainly 85 not from the ſpirit of Truthand Liohc . for 
be[ides that itenlightens #6,in and by the Scriptures it brings into the ſoul 
a Light that dath clearly diſcover the 6b ett, and irradiate the Organ, 4 
Light t hat doth diſpel all diſorder and confuſion, aiſtinguilhing-things 
that differ, defining things that exiſt, declaring daties , ard. detes 
Qing fins, with a conviltion irreſiftable ; . it- is to be feared , nay pod - 
ſitively affirmed, that this Light, ſo full of confuſion; darkpeſs, and diſs 
order, is no other thay the enlightmngs of the Prince of D arkyeſs, dart+ - 
ing our Scripture words without either ſence or reaſon, and ſuited rothe 
ſeducement of a people to mhom by providence Script#re-language oe 
grown natural, that nodeluſion will down with thens that- ſavenrs. nos - 
Bf St — 
F T his will appear more certain, if -10u :conh der how this Light is ape - 
proyed, and hers conſider what are the properiies of it, what objetF 
| | dark: 


# = 
5 > ——_— - 


— 


F ay - pa _— . 
UE WRT EIT ALE TIED DY 


w= * 


” pt Sts - Fe 5 (2 « 
_ w 17 —BeL, , ” # >», " + 
——— = YES 46 gr Pa oe. *- 44 . 
A 655 Iran om Wn ie oe O—_ — EI hay - 
_ nf ag_ - - 


Py : — 
x _ 


s + - 
- _ 


por nerent 4 


TT 
- RE. Eu ww 
F 
—— 


"” ad Po m_—y 
- — t__ EO - 


n— — —_——— —_ a ES 
- — — a th 
—_— ww —_—— PrY 
: % —— CLI" IEEE A ae a 


; Felt and convince of ? a5tothe fe ormery it doth not ſo much as pretend to 
them, by either 'propounding any objeft, or preſcribing any duty more 
- tha» the Light, without deſcription, and heeding it without any rules 4, 
el 


The Epiſtle to the Reader? 
doth it diſcover? what duty doth it direft ? what rgal evil doth it de- 


diretion; ſothat it gives you no cemter, or ground to hope, nocoun 

tothe ſoul na) (of arre is this Light from diretting unto, that it diverts 
the ſenl from every duty, the ſwbjetty of it, ſanitifie no Sabbaths, ſeek. 
xot Gad at any time in prajer, crave not ſo much as 4 bleſſing on their 
meat and drink; but in a word, throw off every att of religion as a work, 


of darkzeſs ; the only property of Light to which it doth preteud is that 
of reproving and convineing of evil, ad if therwatter reproved, and man= 
mer of reproving beſpeak.it not to be poſitive darkneſs, let the ſons of Light 
Twage. | 


« x As tothematter reproved, Is it net generally the very Worſhip of 


. God, and duties of Chriſtianity, that the which every rational enligh- 
tened Chriftian muſt needs ſee to be preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt, and de- 
 clared inthe Scriptures? 1s it not the Sabbath, ſolemn aſſemblies of 


God and his people? 1s it not Prayer, Reading, Hearing, receiving the 


Sacraments, &c. even alltheprattices of Piety they decry, inſomnch 


that we cannot but ſee them obnoxious to that ſad woe dexonncedag ainſt 


ſuch #s call good evil, evil good; light darkneſs, darkneſs light ; in « 


word, they decry thoſe things that Sathan durſt not have ſpoken 4- 


$f had he not prepared the ſpirits of men by a ſpirit of Scepticiſm, 
4ving brouoht them to (uch an equipsiz.,that a very calling light dark- 


neſs, and darkneſs light way caſt the ſcales, ſo that indeed we bave cauſe 


to [ty of their reproefs, 4s Augultine in another cafe, Nos non curamus 
de cis qui reprehendunt que non comprehendunt, Fe regard not their re- 
proofs, for they blame what they do net underſtand, and are juitly tobe 
branded with the Apoſtles mote of Sedurcers, They [peak eyil of things 


_ they do not know, Jude 10, 


2 As the matter of their reproofy ſo the manner in which they mau- 
| mage it, manifeſteth ;þt to be darkpyeſs,enmity at li 4 ht . for they condemn 
as Judge without any convincing Arguments, or Demonſtrations; thou 
lyclt being their form of reproof, and only forcible reaſon of conviciion z 
they are confuſed, blaming every thing, but convincing of no oe; the 
whole fabrick of Religion us the cloud of darkneſs they ſtrike at, they di- 
ſtinguiſh nothing as denoted guilty, and tobe demoliſhed, They curſed- 
ly rail, rather than convincingly reprove, for it may be ſaid of them as 


Munſter notes of the monſtrous men in India, Nonloquatur fed latrant, 


they do not ſpeak but bark,; by poſtive Aſſertions,reproachful Epithites, 


rayling 


— -- 
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| The'Epilleto ths Reader, | 
 rayling Speeches, conquering vhe madeſs and civil; and indeed by their 


black mouthes become like the Baſulith,, killing the Birds of the «Air in 


their very flights by their very breath; for if once reaſon begin ta 
grauerſe their black [di ments, thou art Carual, Antichriftian, De- 
vils, andthe like, muſt ſtay the Proceſs, and confurns the ſemtence, 


Many ways 1 might manifeſt the darkpeſs of their prevended light,. 


but 1 muſt vot wow jfand us as Hiſtory of them, but leave them 18 the 
view of their carriage, the witneſs of ſuch who have bees ſeduced by 


* - 


I here commend to thee this ſmall Traft, written in a plais, femple, and. 
ruſtick ſtile, like Wnto its Author, a plain ſimple cottr y-many in a pri=- 


vateCalling, poſſeſſing an honeſt heart, ana publick, ſpirit, filled with 
zeal to plead the ((anſeof Truth to his power, and to prevent his Conn- 


try-men aud Neighbours from being ſedaced by this Faxatich Genera-- 


tion, and following a plain Tgnis fatuus into 4 wilae Wilderneſs of pre= 
tended \ight within z only before I part with thee, give me leave to pre« 
ſcribe tothee theſe few Rules for thy preſervation, 

1 Set Reaſon in its Throne, 1 mean nit reaſons Dilt ates, which yet- 


4; thon.art a man tho:s muſt obſerve and fellow, though they are too. 


ſhort to guide thee to-Heaven ; but the rational faculty and power of 
diſcerninn, diſcourinr, and determining things Which God and Na- 


tare hath given thee; for obſerve, the Devil blindes this Eye, and de= 


thrones this Judge, when he advanceth this pretended light :-when you- 


arc mad youmay be broug ht to any thing. 
2 Stick,cloſe te Scripture, as the Light unto thy feet, and Lanthors 


 tethy paths, by this the Vight exhibited by Ehriſt- andhis Apoſtles was- 


manifeſted, ard by this the Spirit of Light will be. judged, whilſt Rea- 


ſon doth fit Jadee, ſeethat it ſentence by the Law of Scripture, there- 


fore inthe right uſe of Scriptare ſee that thou do own and embrace, 


Fir ſt, Scriptare ſentences, not words, this ſort of men do fpeak words, 
anabut words, leaving ſentences, and ſo making the Word of God of 


Aaone effett. 


Secondly, Senſe of Scriptere, nat meerly ſentence, the ſentence may - 


be fi gurative,and to be underflood otherwiſe than the words do {imply 
ſhew, as, This is my Body, and ether likg expreſſions da evidence... 


Thirdly, Seuſe rationally inferred, as well as poſitively aſſerted, . 
rea/oning from. the Scripture.is ſuitable. ts an. enlightnued . rational . 


bes T4 


Fourthly, Seaſe plainly flowing- fromthe ſcope and circumſtavces of 


the.text, not ſerained by alluſun.unto Allegorics, and the likg, 


then, and the writings of ſuch as have withſtood. thems, ament ft which | 


z- aig. 


} 
| 
F 
} 
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© The Epiltleto the Reader 
5 State to the Soul fanding Principles of Chriftidnity, ſee ſans 


things ro be true, and ons of alt c onproverſie wot to be admitted to debate, 
but retained with ell reſolution againſt all tempt agien, know that a 


Sceptick. is a Quakers Geptleman-uſher, 
4 Shuntheir Society ; Eſpecially ſolemn Aſſemblie r;how ſhoulde þ thes 
chnſe bus learn 4 leſſon in the Devils School if thither thou reſort. day 
by AaJ? if their atr "hee infeltiom, and Inchantments 9 ly Spiy, tral, 
(which on good ground, and I beleeve experience too, are found ro bee. 
waryral,) canſt thon accompany with them without danger? it was once 


companions? | FE ba as 

5 Sue by fervent prajer for the ſpirit of a ſound #3ind, now that thou 
art faln into a fanatique age, prize the many helps thog haſt to keep thee 
in thy wits, and know that ſpirit of ſobriety is the bleſſing of God, but 
thereby effeFed, inJſpecial u/e this T rat uxto its eſpecial end, and that 
thou by it, and helps of the like natwre may be delivered from the error 
of the Wickgais and ſhal I be the conſt ant prayer of 


' April 19. © / Thinezin and for the truth of the 
EE LC. It 
| Zavh, Crofton, 
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Paper truly copied out, as it was by 
them written, and ſent tothe Miniſters and 

People, in, and about Walton, and _ 1 
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To which the following Treatiſe is an 
” | : Anſwer. ee. 


To the Prieſts and people of Walts;: and 
© Liverpool, and thereabouts, 


WI, Or as much as there was a Diſpute » at the Greaves 
M2) honſe near Walton, betwixt the people called. 
>1/@ Quakers, and the aforeſaid Prieſts before men= 
Ha tioned : In which Diſpute the Prieſts was to 
' prove the lawfulneſs of receiving of Tythes 
which by Scriptare they could not do, but one 
Scriptere they brought in for their own ends, 

, which makes nithing for thei» purpoſe, in Luke 
to prove the receiving of Tythes , for this was vefore he was 
_ ſacrificed up, when he ſaid, Woe unto ye Phariſces;for ye tyche Mint $- 
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72 
Rue, and all mayer of Herbs, and paſs oyer judgemeit, and the loye of ' 


tel ; Theſe ought yee to haye done, and notto leave the other un- 
GORe, ' - ſr | | | OC | | Yo 

. Now let all people who have any underſt anding confiderand ſee,whether 
this be ariy ground or command for the Prieſts totake Tythes of the people 
after his being ſacrificed up , for he ſaid, Theſe ought ye to have done, 
but he gave no commandement to continue in them, for he was the end of 
the Prieſthood , and theend of the Law, by which the Prieſts took. 
Tythes, for the Prieſthood being changed,there was of neceſſity a change 
of the Law , and a diſanulling of the Commandement going before , as 
Heb.7.12.18, But in the time of the Law they was to take Tythes of 
#he people according to the Law, fteb.7.5. and thoſe that did not bring 
their Tythes imo the Store-houſe whilſt that Law aud Commandement 
w4as of force, robbed God, Mal.3.8.10, eAnd the Lord commanded 
rhat all the Tythes (hould be brought of the increaſe , and laid up, and 


the Levite , becauſe he had no part nor inheritance with the people, 


and the ſtranger, and the fatherleſs , and the widows ſhould come and 
eat, and be ſatisfied, Dent, 14,23,29. And ths was inthe firſt Prieſt= 
heed , and before Jeſms Chriſt was ſacrificed up , the unchangeable 
Prieſthoed, Heb.$.1z The' everlaſting Treaſure, Col.2,3, In whons 
awelis all fulueſs, veil.g. Who hath blotted ont the hand-writing of 
Ordinances, and tookit out of the way, and nayled them ts the Croſs, 
rrinmphing over them, veiſ.14,15. Then the Apoſtle denied all Or- 
dinazces that were hand written , and ſai4the Law was changed, and 
the Prieſthood was changed, Heb.7.13. ani the Comm mde nent diſa- 
whlled , ſothe Law now being changed, by which the Prieſthood was 
made, and the Commandement diſanulled , by which they took Tythes 
of the people, of God himſelf, and the hand-writing of Ordinances 
blottedout, therefore who art thou O max that goeth about to build 
again , ſet up, alow , write for, and uphold that which God put down, 
d+ſanulled, and blotted out , awd nayled to the Croſs? Gods enemy 
thoy art, whoever thou bee, for the earth is the Lords, and the ful- 
neſs thereof , Plal, 24.1, And All are commanded to honour God 
with their (ubſtanze, who are his Stewards, Pcov.3e 9. Take heed 
how yee diſhonenr him by giving his goods to his open Enemies , 
who nphold, and maintain that which he hath diſanulled , and wit - 
neſſed againſt , for youthat do ſo, are unprofitable Stewards, and 
hee will call you ta an arcount of your Stewardſhip; And bee 
that is wninſt inthe leaſt , is alſo unjuſt in mach, Luke 16, 10, ay 

| = 


And if yee be wot vightrous inthe unrighteom Mnimon, who will 
commit to YOUY truſt the true riches * And. if yee have not teen 
faithful in that which is ancther mans, who ſhall give you. that which 
p % of own , heethat hath an car to hear, let him fon and under 
Rand. | 

eAnd if your Prieſts will take Tythes as they didin the time of 
the Law, ſee ye do the offce of the Prieſts that took. Tythes , they hept 
a Store-houſe, and the widows, and the fatherleſs, and the ſtrangers 

which was within the Prieſts gate was fed; And if they do thus 

they muſt own themſelves to bee Miniſters of the Law , and not of 

the Gofpel 3 And if they do not thw, they yob the poor , the fa- 
therleſs, the widows, and ſtranoers, and neither are Prieſts 

of the Law nor Goſpel ; ſo from the Law and Goſpel do wee ſhut them, 

who are neither in the ſteps of them , who were under the Law , nor 

in the ſteps of Chriſts Minifters, who was the end of the 

Law, ſo from being Miniſters of either Law or Goſpel, yee 

have cleared your ſelves, and ſhut your ſelves out by your 

praflices, 

And thou Prieſt Fogge of Liverpool, who ſaid, They that held 
forth the way of perjetion, holdeth mot the way of God ; but from 
under this thou canſs not get, but under the ccndemnation muſt 
comes, for the way of God is perfef , which way is Jeſws Chriſt , 
for, ſaith hee, Tam the way , the truth, and the life, no man cometh 
ro the Father, but by mee. So tho that ſaith, The way of per= 
feftion, is not the way of God, art out of the way of Ged, and thy 
condemmation thau muſt ewn : $0 confeſſe thy error to the people, 
who baſt ſpoken againFft Chriſt , who is the way of God, and the way 
to God, which way is perfeft, and indures for ever. 

| So for the ſimple ones ſake have I given this forth, Who was 
at the meeting, and received not ſatisfattiou, becauſe of the 
diſorder that day ; That they might come to ſce their Teachers , who 
hath long deceived them , taking their goods from them, contrary 
tothe Law of God written in mens hearts; ſowith the light which 
tomes from Chriſt which convinceth you of fin, ſhall you ſee thens 
po bee, (uch as the Prophet heals of, and ſaith, Put into 
their mouths, and they cry, Peace, Peace, but put not inte 
their mouths, and they prepare War againſt you, Mai. 3«5« 
And this is fulfilled by many of the Prieſts of England this 4s 
B 2 W118 
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Teachers doth lead, k 


F 


whoſue many at the Law ; aud caſt m4vy into priſon, becauſe they put 
wot into their months : ſo, to the light of Chriſt in you all, takes heed, | 
which is your way and Teaiter, and from all faſſe wayes, and 
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Friend and Friends, hag 
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_ S Have peruſed your written Paper direed to: the Prieſts 
> 


S Priticiples quaking. 


Cd V (as you are pleas'd to call them: and people ; 
SS Walton and Liverpool, and mrighes FT OY pr 
ds that for the ſimples {ake you ſent it forth; it wa: Its 
W2e'W poſe that one of thoſe fin, Rn 
rad Tr xc otetimple ones ſhould return you an An= 
Mn - bumbly beg upon the bended knees of my Soul,that the Fwy endl 
F areturn may be fo full of Goſpel ſimplicity; that Gog may hayeth 
ed? , 7 outy may be diſcharged, and your judgements kelp Infore 
— and chen I doubt not- but ſome of you, at leaſt; will coder f = 
y ence you are fallen. Kev, 3.3. and repent, and do your firſt works; = 
0 OIVEEE Lords coming againſt you in fury, andin wrath, for I foes 
ouly profeſs, I look upon it as a very dangerous peece, to break our ſhes 


off, and rent our ſelves from the Church 3f God, ifor as Ger 9.1, &_ 


Noahs Arl: was aciear Fipure ang i 
Eg OR ge gureand Type of the Church-of C9. 

More is a clear embleme of ſuch as through aifeQaric, x poaapas _ 

Fehe Shes ©ofiray fromthe Church of God, and forſake theaſcmt 


But before I'trome to the: Anſwer wc # Lo TE: - ys 
UT DEIOTE 1 CC the Anſwer of JL : | 
4 © UN wer of your Paper, .letme ell-you at whar 


tween the Word of God,'and God the Word; yerler me.tell vo... CT 04 
Not belceve really-that "Fefus Chriſt and - the Scriptures Fs a - <t 
lame thing, or that Jeſus -Chrift the-internal Word,, and the Bibl 4 
God, .the external word, were' both one, 1] weuld ” fo = =Bx | 
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fident of, with which 1 will conclude, that if it pleaſe Ged to grant me my 
requeſt atthis point, there-will be joy not only in Heaven at your retum, 
Lutke 15.7. but matter of praiſe and glory to God 1n the Sou] of him, that 
will not ceaſe to pray for you ; though ſome of you lately profeſſed, he 
dutſt not pray for me, becauſe I was ( as he ſai@) Gods enemy z bur [I 
am'confidert ſometimes he and I 'profeſſed our friendſhip with God, and 
our love to God, both with one joynt conſent ; I bleſs God I am the fame 
Rill, and ifhe be nor, ler him ſeriouſly confider which of us are fallen from 
our own ſtedfaſtneſs, 2 Pet, 3.17, and fo declared our telves to be Gods 
Enemye | OO AE 
 Andnowl ſhall proceed to the Second Particular thac I obſerved in your 
Paper, viz, The perifons to whom i was direfted, . namely to the Prieſts, 
{ as you are pleaſed to call them ) and the people in and about Walter, 
and Liverpool, and eſpecially written for the ſake of the fimple. 
As to the name Prieſt, I ſhould nor be troubled at it at all, were it not 
given by you to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, as a brand of reproach ; foc 
indeed I finde it to be one of thoſe honourable: Titles, that God hath giyen 
tothe diſpencers of his Word and Ordinances.1n all Ages, They are ſome- 
times called the Lords Prieſts, Exod. 19.6, 2 Chron. 6. 41. ſometimes 
the Lords Paſtors, /er. 3.15. ſometimes the Lords Shepherds, Gant. 1.8, 
ſometimes the Watchmen of [ſrael, Extk. 3.17, Iſa. 61. 6. and many 
ether honourable Titles God is pleafed to pur upon his Prielts In = 
cloatnes 


- SU ow. 


+ --w_—_ 
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cloathes with his Righceouſneſs, P/4l, 132. 16, ahd appoints Is wait ar 


bis Altars, 1 Cor. 9, 13, But you will ſay, Theſe are legal Titles given 
under the Law, Gurwe are not, under the Law, but der Gee, 20d the 
Goſpel of grace. To Which 7 ſhall haye occaſion to ſpeak more fully, when 
] come to P. ſubje& matter of your Paper, I ſhall only ſay in this Seftion 
with a learned man, whoſe Works I lately ſaw, that the cayſc why many, 
ate ſo ignorant of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is, becauſe they ate no better ac= 
quainted with Afoſes and Aaron. But if we look into the Goſpel as well 
as the Law, we ſhall finde no leſs honourable Titles given to the Miniſters 


ofthe Goſpel, than of old time was given to the difpeacers of the Law ; 


we finde a Caralogue of them in Epheſ, 4,11, they are there called A- 


poſtles, Prophets, Evanoeliſts, Paſtors, and Teachers, and though their. 


names be here differently expreſſed, yet their honourable Work is the 


fame, viz. for the perſeRing of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry,for 


che edifyino of the Body of Chriſt, which is the Church, 


And here is one thing obſeryable, viz. That God is pleaſed both under 


the Law, and underthe Goſpel to give one and the {ſame name to the Diſ- 
pencers of his Word and Ordinances, I mean Paſtors, if we compare this, 
Epheſ. 4. 11, with Jer. 3. 15. and not only in point of name, but office 
alſo, as ſhall by che affiltance of God further appear in the next Se&ion. 


Bur further, rhey are called Chriſts Diſciples, Joh, 23. 5, the Preachers of 


the Goſpel, {atth, 16. 15, 2 Cor, 4. 5, and with which] will cdnclude, 


they are called the Lords Embaſſadours) 2 Cor, 5.20, nay tize Lord olVes- 


them the honourable title of Angels, Rev, 3. 1. &c, 


_ Theſethings conſidered, may we not conclude with our Saviours own. 


words, He that hbeareth you heareth me; and he that deſpiſeth you de= 
fpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me, defpiſeth him that ſent me, Luke 


10, 16, from which ſentence the Lord keep me, and the whole Iſrael of- 
God, I have now for brevities ſake done with one of the Parties to whom: 
you direct your Paper, viz, the Priefts, (as you call them ); and for the 
People, | confeſs I have nor had opportunity to ſpeak with many of them 
fince I faw your Paper, but as many of them as I have had any. conference 
with about it, I aſſure you the greateſt number of. them looked upon 
your Paper as {uch.an empty inconſfiderate Peecez that they, concluded it. 
was not worthy anſwering, yet as you ſay, it was written for the ſake of the 
ſ1mple ; I aflure you) it 1s for their ſakes that are endued with the humble. 


fimplicity that is in Chriſt char Iundertook this preſent anſwer, 


And now come we to the ſubje&t matter of your Paper,. which Cen- 


ters it {elf in theſe two things; 1.. Concerning the lawtulneſs, or un- 


lawfulaeſs of oiving, and. receiving of. Tythes ; and: 2; Concerning: 
per= 
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Denteronomy, the Lord takes cate and giveth charge not only concerning 
the bringing in of Tythes, bu: for the true bringing in of them, as though 


6 Pg ps D ; Fs : _ Pg 
oainſt the pun&uality of this performance, in relation to the diſtance of 


the place tharthe Lord ſhould chuſe, from the place of ſome of the peoples 
refidence, Some of the people might ſay, 1 hope I may be excuſed ; a- 
Jas, the way is too farre, and the burthenthat I am to bear is too heavie 
for me to carry ſo long a journey » may not I be diſpeaced with ? No, faith 
the Lord, if the burthen be too heayie, and the journey too long, then 
ſhalc thou in ſuch a caſe turn thy Tythes into Mony, and ſhal: bring thy 
due proportionin Mony. in thy hand, As if the Lord had ſaid, I willnot a- 
batethee any thing, neither will I be put off with any excuſes, or pretences 
that thou canſt make, but that which I require thou ſhalt truly perform 3 
but you will fay this is Law, why then let us take a ep further, and (ee 
whar the Prophets ſay to it, and here again you have an{wered your ſelyes, 
Mal. 3. $. will a man rob God, it ſhould ſeem by this text that your 
opinion is nonew thing, 'but as old as this Propheſie, for the very ſame 
colout that yee pretendzthe Lord intimates to be this peoples pretence, viz, 
Wherein have we robbed thee ? why ſaith the Lord, in Tythes and Offe- 
rings ; and me'thinks there is abundance of emphaſis inthe tenth verſe, by 
you likewiſe quoted, Bring yee in all the Tythes into the ſtore-houſe, 
that there may be meat in my Houſe, and prove mes now herewith ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, if 1 will yot open windows is Heaven, and pour. 
dawn ſuch a bleſſing as there ſhall not be room to receive it 3 as if the 


may ſay, concerning ſuch excuſes as ſome, like your ſelyes, might make a- 


RY, wages Spay Poe pre, Pan, © — pats 
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Lord had ſaid, Do yee pretend a ſcarcity- of the fruits of the earth, ſo as 


yee cannot ſpare the Tythe that I require of you? why you may thank 
your ſelyes, for your unwillingneſs to pay them, that the increaſe of your 
Fields, and of your Flocks and Herds is ſo flender, or that I have bleſſed 
your increaſe no better ; but proye me now, bring in the ful of your 
Tythes, keep nothing back;and ſee if I will not ſo bleſs your increaſe,as that 
not only your Barnes,and yourWine-preſles,and your Stalls;8cc,(bal be full, 
but there ſhall not be room to receive them, And were it not to hold a 
Candle to the Sun, I might adde many more Scriptures both out of the 
Law, and Prophets, that would ſpeak the ſame thing, As alſo of the 
largeneſs and bounttfulneſs of the proviſion that God made for his Mint= 
ſters that waited at his Altars even under the Law, And have wee any 
orounded reaſon to produce,why God ſhould be ftraiter handed in his al- 
lowance of maintenance for his Miniſters that he hath imployed in more 
_—_ work ; for ſo is Goſpel-work, when it is compared with Legul- 
Work? | nn 

But you are ready to take me here at my own word, and to reply, that 
all that I haye ſaid concerning Tyrhes is Legal, and from the Law, though 
you know it I partly from the Law, and partly from the Prophets, But 
you will ſay again, the Law and Prophets are all one, yea and ſo ſay I too; 
and further I affirm, That Moſes, and the Prophets, and the Goſpel are 
all one in ſubſtance, and in effe& the very (ame thing, chey are all the word 


of one and the ſame immutable and unchangeable God; I might prove 


this abundantly, but for brevity ſake this one Scripture ſhall ſerye for, and 
inſtead of many ; and methinks it might, it is ſo full, Heb, 1, 1, 2+ God 
who at ſundry times, and in divers manners ſpake in times paſf to our Fa- 
thers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken to us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed to be heir of all things, by whom alſo htc made 
the Worlas, | oY > no 

I pray you obſerve with me, God, ofe and the ſame God, ſpake, ſpake 
one and the ſame word, yea at ſundry times, and in divers manners, to our 


Fathers by the Prophets, to us by his Son, but to both, one and the ſame. 
word. So then we may conclude, the immutable God, who was yeſter- | 


day to our fore-fathers, to day to us, and the ſame for evermore, hath 
ſpoken a Word, and left us a Word like himſelf, unchangeable in the ſub= 
ſtance of it, though changeable in the adminiſtration of it, according to the 


oood pleaſure of God the ſpeaker of ir, yer the ſame Word ſpoken to his 


people, whether in old time by his Prophets, or in the fulneſs of time by 
his Son, Gal. 4. 4:5. or in the declinins of time by the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ; fo then we ſee how dangerous - tug it is for us to ſeparate, or 

C pur 
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er, that it 1s ho more two but 


Buc you ſay further, This Law ſo much infiſted upon, together with 


will do ſo great a work,.. a ua 

- Therefore I ſay, the ſence and ſcope ofthe Spirit of God muſt be inquis 
red of in all Scripture readings, or ele there are many things in the very 
Epiſtles of the Apoſtle Paul, that are hard to be underſtood, which the 
ualearned and unskilfut do wreſt to their own deſtruRion, as they alſo 
wrelt all other Scriptures, 2.Pet. 3, 16; and therefore let us-enquire into 
the meaning of his change of Law and Pcieft-hood, and of chis diſanulling 
of the Commandement, ' and we are right at this pointy or elſe not. As for 
the change of the Prieſt-hoed, it is in relation to the manner of Admini= 
ffration, nat in point of Office; for though the Saccificesof Burat Offerings 
be.rakenout of the way, being nayled to the Croſs of Chriſt, yet there re- 
mains the Sacrifice of Prayer and Supplication, with giving of thanks, 
1 Tm, 2, 1, tobe offered up upon the Altar, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
's ro God a Sacrifice of a ſweet-ſmelling favour, Epheſ. 5. 2. and indeed 
3s the ſum and ſubſtance of all Burat Offerings, So David, Thou requireſt 
zot Sacrifice, elſe would I give it thee, thou d:lighteſt not in Burnt Of= 


in the letcec of it, who hath any faith at all?. when ſo ſmall a quant'ty of it 


ferings; but, the ſacrifice of God ts a contrite ſpirit, a broken and 4 


Aumble heart O God than wilt nt deſpiſe, Plal. 51.17, So if I ſhould 
- | inſtance .. 


Quaker 5 Principles qualing; ;  Þ 
inftafice in all the parjicular injunRions of the Cerewcnial Law it ſelf, we 
ſhould find only the manner of Adminiflration changed, rot the neatter , 
ſubRance, and equity of ary one of them; for inſtance in ce of the meareſt 
of them, There was a Law of divers weſhings of hards, and cleanſing of 
cups and veſſels, &c. Theſe are all taken away in refpeR of the manner of 
them 3 bur the ſubſtance and equity of theſe yer remain , Waſh thy beart 
\ O Jeruſalem , how long ſhalt thy vain thoughts lodge within thee , Jer. 

4,14 and 1fa. 1.16, Ard our Sayiour taking notice of the ſtri&nels of 
the Phariſees about theſe waſhings, ſaith, Te make clean the out fede of the 
cnp aud platter, but the inſide is full of plthineſs and uncleanneſs, Mats 
22.25,26. And fo Davia, F will waſh my hands in innocency, ſowill 
compaſs thine Altar, O Lora, Plal.26.6, By all which Scriptures, we ſee 
that the fumme and ſubftance of all the Law, even of the Ceremonial part 
_ it ſelf remains unchangeable , though the manner of Adminiſtration be not 
onely changed , bur difanulled , and taken out of the way ; as the lefler 
light,to wit, of a Candle is ſwallowed up of the greater lioht, . to wit, the 
Thus we ſee howthe Priefts work is changed, 97z. in point of Admini- 
ſtration onely, and fo the Priefts are chan edin Point of their Adminiſtra= 
tion-work 3 bur in reſpe& of the order of the Priefthaod, it is not changed; 
For Chriſt is a Prieſt for eyer afcer the Order of elchi{edeck , fo that 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, the Prieſthood in point of ſubltance is one 
and the fame for ever, | . 

I might inſtance inthe Sacramencs of- old, under the Law", and make ir 
out that the ſumme and ſubſtance of them, not only remain the ſame, bur 
are more lively held forrh in thoſe two Sacraments that Chriſt hath inſti= 
tured, and left ro continue in his Church to his ſecond coming, 1 Cor,1 1,26 
Mat-28.19,20. And what is held forth in the Goſpel, Iſrac) had under the 
Law, though more oþſcurely held forth ; Tet they did att eat the ſame 
ſpiritual meat, and aid all drink of the ſame ſpiritual drink, for they 
arank of that ſpiritual Rock that followed them , which Rock i Chriſt, 
x Cor.10.2,3;4+ And Chriſt ſaith of Abraham, That he rejoyced to ſee 
Chriſts day, he ſaw it, and was glad,Joh, 8.56. 
But you ſay furcher z the Commandement is diſaaulled , I ſhall fay fo 
too, if you mean the rigof and curſe of it, | in relation to the Covenant of 
Works, ſo as thar it 15 not now ,, Dothisand live, inthe ſame circumſtan- 
tial manner as it was under the Law; but the equity, ſumme, and ſabſance 
remains to this day, viz, In manifeſting our obedience to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, as before ro the Law of God z not, as I ſaid even now, inthe ſame, 
circumſtantial.manner , but in another equiyalent to it, viz in repentance, 
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12 Quakevs Principles quating, 
faich, love, and new ob:dience, without which no ſalvation 3 and intruch, 
when I ſerionfly confider the Law and Goſpel , I find the Law to be no- 
thing elle buc Goſpel foretold, and the Goſpelnothing elſe, butthe Law 
fulfilled; where lyes now the difanulling ofthe Commyndement, except in 
w ſence before mentioned, for as to the total annihilating,diſanulling,or de- 
coying the Law , our Saviour diſclaims it in his own words z 1 came not 
70 deſtroy, but to fulfil the Law, Matth 5. 17. And the Apoſtle Par/ 


- having ſpokea largely to theſe forementioned diſtinRions , left any ſhould 


{as you ſeem to do) miſtake him, and from his owa words utterly abro- 
oate, and make void) and uſeleſs the Law he faich in plain words, Do wee 
then deftroy the Law? God forbid, we rather eftabliſh the Law ; Rom. 
3+3I-And in truth,I find our bleſſed Lord and Saviouryſo far from deſtroying 
the moral Law, that he rather ſets a ſharper edge upon it , and makes ir 
of oreater force, and more binding in reference to the tri obſeryance of 
it ; for faith he, [tr hath been ſaidef old, Matth.5.,27.28, thow (halt xot 
commit adaltery; but T ſay #nto yo, he that ſhall look,upon a woman , ſo 
as toluſt after her , hath committed adultery with ber already in his 
heart * And whereas Moſes ſuffered the putting away of wives upon 
diſlikes , and diſagreements,Chriſt tells us, If any man put away his wife 
for any cauſe, ſave for tbe cauſe, and inthe caſe of Fornication hath broken 
the Law, and he that ſhall marry her thar is divorced committeth Adultery, 
Aat.5.32.And though theſe things,and othersof the hke nature, were not 
ſo» expreſly ſer down in the Moral Law, yer they were fully inciuded in the 
Commandement ; by all waich we plainly (ce the harmony and agreement 
between Law and Goſpel, 

And thus having briefly, yet plainly explained , wherein the Law and 
Prieſthood is changed , and the Commandement diſanulletl , I proceed to 
the great queſtion 1n controverſ3e, viz, concerning the lawfulneſs , or un= 


pin of giving aud receiving Tythes; and char as briefly and plainly as 
call, « 

Now as we have ſeen che equity, of the Law of God held forth in the 
Goſpel in ſome caſes; ſo we may , if we will, lee it held forth in this very 
caſe of Tythes, 1:Cor.9.14;. Even ſo hath the Lord ordained , That they 

that preachthe Goſpel , ſhould live of the Goſpel, I would gladiy have 
any of you, t5 ſhiew me where and wheathis O:dination of God by the 
Apoſtle here cited, was made manifeſt, I know you could, if you 
would; but in regard youcalt off the Law as uſeleſs, I pray you lee how 
you differ from the mind of the Apoſtle; you need not to go fac focchis, 
only caſt your eye upon the 9, verſ, of the forecited Chapcer , aal you 
ſhall ſee. Ir is wricten, ſaith theApoſtle, in the Law of Loſes » anl here 


AL. 


Quakers Principles quaking, ws 


at this 74. yer. Even ſo hath the Lord ordained , as if the Spirit of God 
foreſeeing ſuch a generation of men as you are, goirg about to rent and 
tear one part of the word of God from arother, he here joyns them in ſuch 
an inſeparable bond, as the whole world is never able to unlooſe, and not 
only ſo , but draws all that is neceſſary to be received of us, in point of - 


comfortable maintenance of the Miſtry, into an intire dotrinal conclufion, 
iz, That thoſe that preach the Goſpel ſhould live of it, is Geds own 
Ordinance; and this he proves by Scripture from the 25,0f Dext.4.. and ha- 
ving thus proved it by Scripturezhe argues it from ſeveral reaſons drawn firſt 
from the equity of it , verſ.7. Who goeth a warfare at any time, at his 
 emncharges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit there- 


of? or who feedeth a flock , and eateth not of the milk of the fleck? Bur 


further, 1f we- have ſown unto you ſpiritual things » #5 it agreat matter 
if we reap your carual things?verl,1l, ; 
Again do we not know, T hat they that Miniſter about boly things, 
liveof the things of the Temple, andthey that wait at the Altar , are 
partakers with the Altar? verl.13, But you may perhaps fay, This was ſo 
in the time of the Laws but eught it ſo to be now? yea faith the Apoſtle, 
Even fo hath the Lord ordained, that they that preach the Goſpelyſhoauld 
live of the Goſpel ; as i* he ſhould ſay, It not only was fo, but tiilremaias 
' to be Gods own Ordinaace, even fo hath the Lord ordained, 
Secondly , He argues it from his power and authority, Am I not an 
W poſt le, verſ,i, Have we zot power to eat and drinkyec? verl,q, have. 
other Apoſtles this power , atd am I,, and Barnabas only exempted from 


chis power ?FI tell you nay, of ſay I this only asa man ,. orof my ſelf,. or. 


for my own ends ? ſure I do not, but the Lord faith it as well as T,. [sit- 
not written in the Law of Moſes , Thon ſhalt u#t muzzle the month of 
the-Oxe that treadeth out the corn; Or again y doth the Lord here onely 
take care fo,Oxen*a- indeed he doth out of his fatherly care and providence. 
provide for man and beaſt, P/a/,36.6. all which I yery well know ,. yer 1 
rellyouzthe Lord ſpeaks not this only out of his care of. Oxen » but for our 
fakes, for my ſake, and for the ſake of all.thoſe that God ſhall call co bee 
Miniſters ofthe Goſpel ; and doubtleſs he faith ir altogether forour ſakes, 
That he that ploweth may plow in hope , andhe that threſheth may bee 
partaker »f his hope, verl.10. And. though the Apoltle for the good and: 
increaſe of the Church of God , and for the gaining of- ſome that out .of 
carnality of heart might argue againft being at charges upon the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, thatlabour in tbe Word and DoRtine, I tay, for the gaining 
cf their ſouls, he ſometimes forbears the exerciſe of his p2wer; and rather. 
labours with his bands ; yer he wy een this power to be pur into his, 
: band. 


(3:08 


nefs-of taking wages for Goſpel-work, but alſo acknowle 


* - 
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14 Buakers Principles quaking 0”  _. 
hand, to forbear working in a ſecalar imployment , and' to receive wages 
- for Gofpel-work, ſuch as might be his livelyhood and living , fo asto live 


of the Goſpel, yer[.14. Neither doth the Apolile onely affertthe hwul- 


edScth, that him« 
ſelfhad raken wages; I robbed other Churches , raking wages ofthem to 


_do you ſervice, Ic leems to me the Apolt.e Parl ſometimes met with 


people as unwilling to part with wages tor Goſpel-work , as many are in 


theſe dayes » and in ſuch a caſe ,: he laid by the exerciſe of his power, and 


made uſe of ſuch as were more willing to miniſter to him, of the good things 
that they had, that by his lenity and gentleneſs, he might gain the refrato- 
ry; himſelf faith, He became all things to all men , that by all means hee 


might gain ſome, verſ422. But his power hee afferts to the utmoſt , 


if others be partakers of this power over you , are not wee rather ? though 
we have not made uſe of this our power , bur ſuffered all things , leſt 
wee ſhould hinder the Goſpel, verſ, 12. his aime being to gains and to . 
win more upon mens hearts hereby, and to ſee the number of Chrifis flock 
increaſed, that he made himſelf fervant co all , that was yet free from all, 
ver{,19. - | 

Buc it may be you will grant that the Miniſters of the Goſpel ought to 
xeceive wages for Goſpel-work , and to live of the\Goſpel , though this is 
more than many will grant ; yet what makes all this for receiving of Tyrhes? 


tochis 1 haye onely two words to (ay, and I pray you obſerve them 
borh — 


Firſt, It is clear to me, That the duty of paying a competent allows 


anceto Gods Miniſters, (uch as they may live on , by what hath been al- 


ready (aid, and much more that might have been faid for it, though the 
way, form, and kind in which this wages ought to be paid , is not fo cleer 


from the New Teſtament, as it is from che Old, and I hops where a duty is 
jnjoyned in one part of che word of God , andthe manner of performance 
ſaid nothing of in that part of the word , yet in another part of the ſame 


word it is expreſly ſer down ; Ic muſt needs be ſafer to walk by the ſub- 


| ſcribed Rule, than either to walk without Rule , or to caſt off 


duty. | 

| And indeed for all you ſay , that Scripture, Luke L Ie4. 2d makes ng- 
thing to the purpoſe concerning the matter in hand;yet in my apprehenſion, 
it makes much for the payment of Tythes ; for our Saviour blames not 
the Phariſees for taking of them, but that they only eyed che profirs and be= 
nefirs that came by them , anJnegleQed the weightier things of che law, 
viz,judgement, and love, &c, fot faithhe , Th!s ought ye to have done, 


and nu $0 have left the-other #ngonce 


4 


And 


Ouakers Principles quaking, Is 
- And whereas you ay this was before Chriſt was cred up, 1 rant is 
is true, bur ſhall we therefore conclude that Chriſt would ſpeak fo fayou= 
_ rably ofathing, whillt he continued in the World, that hee would con- 
dema and abandon when he came to his Father 2 were not this as much in 
effe& a8 to force Chriſt to deny himſelf in point of his Deity, and to make 
both him, and his Word murtable and changeable, from which aſſertion 
the Lord keep all that expe Salyation in by and through the Loxd Jeſus 
: Chriſt, | a 
p And thus farre 1 have admitted of your ſence of this Scripture, DCnk.1t; 
42, viz, Tha the Phariſees received Tythes, * and if tt Pr 
be caken in this ſence, it is clear our Saviour blames them * Thi. ſenſe you - 
not. for taking of them, bur that they only looked upon ſeem lo {avearin. 
the profits that came by them 3 but if wee conſult [with I our. Paper. 
Mat, 2323, welhallfiad the Phariſees rather paid Tyrhes than received 
them, which (ence I rather take to be the true and ingenuine ſenſe of theſe 
Scripturezz for the Phariſees were not all Prieſts , if any of them 
were ſo, but rather a ſeparated Se of people alone by themſelyes, . very . 
fingular for external performances, but little regarded the weiehtier things - 
of the Law, viz. Judgemear, and the Loye of God, &c, Now if we take it 
: in this ſence,our Sayiour blames not the Phariſees for paying of Tythes, but 
: in that they concluded, this being done, there was no more to do : but now-- 
; let us toyn and comparetheſe two Scriptures rogerher, and what will be-che.. 
reſuls, but clearly and plain'y this? viz, That neither the taking nor gi- 
ving.of Tythes was by-our Saviour condemned, but rather approved of to - 
be. a dniy, on'y reſting in the external performance of this duty is by Chriſt 
reproved and condemned, for faith he, This ought yee-to haye done, and. 
'' Notto have kft the other undone. ae 
Beſides; Aoraham{ in whoſe loyns Levie was ) paid Tythes to Mel-- 
 eviſedeck before the Law was given, Gen. 14,20, & Heb, 7. 4, and 
Chriſt z a Pricſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedech; fo then,the ox=. 
der of the Prieſthood was before the Law, and cominued after the Law,even 
for cyer, . And if it was a Spiritual Rite before the Law, as it muſt needs be, 
elſe the Pattiark Abraham in whoſe leyns Levie was, would not have paid 
them ; but is is clear; he paid them, Hes, 7,19, by which it plainly ap- 
pears Tythes are a Spiritual Rite, belonging to a ſpiritual and unchanoeable | 
Prieft-hood ; andif fo, they mult needs of Divine right belong to the ſer- 
vants of elchiſedecks order ; but the Misiſters of the Goſpel are Ser- 
vants of Me!chifeaecks order, therefore to them of Divine right Tythes 
belong; for Chriſt is a Prieſt not after the Order of Aaron, but after thar 
uncbangeav;c Order of MMelchiſed;ck; And methinks that pratce of Je | 
cob, . 
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IG * Omakers Privciples quaking, 
/'' cob, Get, 28, is full for this preſeat purpoſe, he was going about a melphty 
Wt buſizefs, in purſuance of a command received from 1/aac his Father, God # 
0H is with him, and in his jontney appearech to him in a Dream, lets him ſee i 
li a Ladder reaching from earth to Heaven, upsen which the Angels aſcended, ; 
|\jj _ anddeſcended; ?acovs eyes are opened, and he cries our, The Lord 7s 
Wy \—  fnthis place, and I Rxew it not, verl, 16, He is terrified at the Lords pre- 
th ſence, and ſaith, How dreadful is this place? it is none ocher but the 
MIOMl Houſe af God, and the gate of Heaven, veil, 17, And obſerving theſe F 
|;  things,he vows a vow, verſe 20, ſaying, if the Lord will be with me, and ; 
|; " kgepmern this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and ray- 

Aer ment to put on» fo that T come again to my fathers houſe in peace, then 
"ith! | ſhall the Lord be my God, and thu fone which I have ſet up for a pillar 
gl | ( mentioned before in ver, 1 8.) ſhall bee Gods Houſe, and of all that ; 

] thou (halt give me, T will ſurely give the tenth unto thee, Trig clear to me ' 
from this Scripture, that Jacob acknowledgeth a tenth part of his ſubſtance 
pi, to be of Spiritual right due unto the Lords Houſe, and he enters into a vow 
| to performhis duty herein. And if it was a Spiritual right belonging to 
SE Gods Houſe, it muſt needs of Divine right belong to Gods Servants that 
waite upon the ſervice of his houſe ; theſe ſervants not being ſervants to 
ſuch a Prieſt-hood as was ſubje& to change ( for Aarons Prieft- hood was 
Rl! 3 not then ereRed ) but ſervants to an unchangeab'e Prieſt-hood, even after 

i the Order of Melchiſedeck, which endeth not, for Chriſt eontinues a 
Prieſt for ever after the ſame Ocder,all along in theſe Scriptures held forth, 
N18 viz, the order of Melchiſedeck, See for this Heb. 7, 16, & 17. who is 
hl. made not after the Law of a carnal Commandement, but after the power 
Mel of an endleſs life, for he teftifieth, Thou art a Prieſt for ever after the 
Order of Melchiſedeck, So then wee ſee it pleaſed the moſt- wiſe God, 
whole is the earth, and the fulneſs thereof, to appoint ſuch a proportion as 
the tenth part, both before the Law, and under the Law, and never after | 
expreſly to take it off, Who art thou, oh man, that dare ſay itis an un- 
- meet proportion, unleſs thou wile acknowledge thy ſelf to be wiſer than 
mn . © But ſifce the legal proportion is dilpleafing to ſome, I defire thoſe that 
Ha are diſpleaſed therewith, ſrialy to obſerve the charge of the Apoſtle Parl, 
who was an Apoſtle to the Gentiles, and I doubt not bur all truly godly 
Miniſters ofthe Goſpel will be well ſatisfied ; the charge is this, Let him 
that is taught in the Word, communicate to hins that teacheth, in all 
£90d things, Gal,6.6. now Tythes are good things, they are the fruits 
&.-.1e earth» which fruits are called precious fruits, Jam. 5. 7. And in 
tza;.hthe Apoile giyes not this gharge without good cauſe, for che _ 
= | ers 
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Rers are commanded to giye themſelyes to fludy to approve themſelves us” 
to God, Workmen that need not to bee aſhamed, rightly dividing th®© 
word of tiuth, 2 Ti*#9,2, I5, and theſr care ought to bee laid out for the 
Chutches of God, 2 Cor, 11, 28. ſoas that it muſt needs follow they can- 
not lay out ſuch tare for their Temporal proviſion as others, whoſe call is 
not {o immediately to the Lords work as theirs is, And it ſeems to me the 
good Lord of the houſe, who careth for his, 1 Per, 5. 7, took ſpecial care 
that they that miniſter in the Word and DoQtrin ſhould bee comfortably 
provided for without this care, thovgh I coafeſs it was to Timothy that 
Paul writ, when he affirmed, that if any provide not for his own, eſpeci- 
ally for them of his own houſe, he hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than 
an Infidel, 1 Tims. 5.8. & 18. that text formerly mentioned, Dent. 14. 
22. & Dent, 25. 4.is again quoted by the Apoſtle, as if he would again, 
and again, couple Law and Goſpel together, to {peak one and the-ſame 
thing in point of comfortable proviſion, for the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
argues it from good reaſon, viz, The labourer is worthy of his hire, 
and proves this Argument from our Sayiours own words, Mat. 10. IO, 
And but once more, with which I will conclude this Se&ion, I find 
our Saviour promiſing ample reward to any that ſhall pur forth a chatita- 
| ble hand towards any of his Miniſters in a caſe of being fallen into poyetty, 
Macth. 10, 42, Whoſeever ſhall give to drink a cup of cold water to one 
of theſe iittle ones in the name of a Diſciple ſball not loſe hisreward ; and 
at verl. 41, more pregnant to our preſent purpoſe, He that receiveth 4 
Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhall receive a Prenhets reward, I 
may ay on the contrary, hee that ſhall take from a Prophet che right of a 
Prophet, as he is a Prophet, or hethat ſhall refuſe to give entertainment 
to a Prophet into his houſe, or into his heart, as a Prophet, may expeCt a 
Prophets Curſe, and what that is you may ſee, if you pleaſe co tum ts 
Zech.11.17, But you may perhaps ſay, If this provifion bee made for 
the M niſters, how ſhould they fall iato poverty ? and yet let me tell you 
ſuch a thing once was, and Gods great care put forth concerning it, a King, 
4+ I, &c, the Prophet was dead, and had left Wife and Children in debt, 
bur ( which is worth our obſerving ) rather than the Prophets debts ſhall 
be unpaid, the Lord will work a Mirade, viz, empty veſlels ſhall be filled 
with Oyl, and the Oyl ſhall be ſold, and the Prophets debts paid. Thus 
we ſee Gods proviſion made for his Servants the Miniſters cleared from 
the Word of God, bothout of the Old Teſtament and the New ; the Old 
ſets out the proportion) v/z. the tenth part 5 the New is filent as to the 
proportion, bur full for a comfortable furniſhing of them with all good 
things ; his care 15 held forth for them, to the working of a Miracley his 
= D pro- 
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© : 3 Bunker? Principles quaking; 
promiſe made te any that ſhall receive them, and miniſter to them; 
though but in a Cup of cold water ; and if any yer out of a finiſter end (hall. 
plead, that it is not by all this clear that they ought to receive Tythes, I 
haye only one word moreto ſay, and ſo concludes. 
Secondly, Ir is not only clear by Scripture, but the Law and cuſtoms of 


Nations hath made choyſe of this proportion, and of our Nation amoneſt 


the reſt it hath been, and (till is eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, and 
methinks up2n very. good ground, in regard a way more agreeable to 
Gods Word could not be found. Beſides, which way could a more equall 
way be imagined, for doth not the Miniſter as well 2s the people in this 
thing, depend upon Gods bleſſing, or curfing the earth; whether his al- 
lowance ſhall bee more, or lefs ; plentiful, or ſcarce ; fo as both Miniſter 
and people ſhall be in one capacity. either to bleſs God for plenty, or to 
wraſtle with God in times of-famine and ſcarſity, for the removal of the - 


Judgement: Now ſeeing it is thus agreeable to the Law of God, and Na- 
tions, and (o full of equity, who art thou O maa that dare fo deſperately 
ſer chy (elf againit both the Law of God aid naan, ſure Iam in wy own 
experience, ſince I knew the right hand from the left, I never obſerved any 
thar made a ſcruple of pretended conſcience of paying Tythes, but they. 


fell by little and liccle,. not only to the denial of all maintenance to the Mini - 


| Kers, but even co the deſpilmng of them ; though they cannot but know,that- 


eo 


he chat defpifeth them, deſpiſeth their Lord and Maſter the Lord Chrift, [. 
Profeſs, I cannot conceive any reaſon why you ſhould with ſuch vehemency 
ſer your ſelyes again(t the maintenance of the Miniſtry, ugleſs ic bee either ; 
Firt, to bring them into reproach and ignominy, and fo make them con= | 
temptible that God commands us to account worthy of double honour; .. 
and ſo on ſet purpoſe contradict God 1-Tim. 5.17: or, Secondly, which 
indeed I rather judgeto be the ground of it, viz. The cunning policy of 


Sathan, that knows well enough that this Dotrin will bee readily received 


of all thatCour of meer covetouſneſs) are loath to part with that which God 


requires, and it may be your deluded fancy to make uſe of-chis Doin, 
to inereafe the number of your Proſelites, for there is not a covetous 
worldling but he will be ready to joyn with you in this Doftrin, ſeeing fo 
fair a pretence made for it, V2. a caſe of Conſcience, though he ſhall one 
day know, that this very Conſcience ſhall rife up in Judgement and con- 
gemn him as a meer coyetous wretch; 1 remember cowards the cloſe of- 


your great Argument 2gainſt Tythes, you draw towards what you chiefly - 
aim at and by your own rate of Argument go about to argue the Diſpen= 
fors of Gods Word and Ordinances to bee neicher Miriſters of Law, nor 
Goipe), and ulurp to yqui lelves that power that was proper, and peculiar 
= to 
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Ounker s Principles qnaking, _ 19 
£0 the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and indeed is rew to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
1 Tim, 1, 230, Viz, That great power of Excommunication, for fay yort 


from the Law and Goſpel do we ſhut them, which is indeed the higheſt 


degree of Excommurication ; but you haye utterly diſenabled your ſelves 


fiom having any thing to do 1n this matter, by breaking your ſelves off, 


and renting your ſelyes from the myſtical Body of Chriſt, which is his 
Church, in whoſe hand this power lyes, 1 Tim, 1, 20, with Cor. 5. 4,5» 
and whereas you adde, That the Miniſters had excluded rhemſelves, if 
you mean thole of them that gave you the meeting ; 1 utterly deny it, for 
they haye not rent themſelves from the Church, neither hath the Church 
caſt them cff ; you afterwards enjoyn them Confeſſion and Repenzance, 
and indeed ] do, and they will acknowledpe it a neceſſary duty 3 for the 
beſt of Gods pcople have fin enovgh to make confeſſion of, and to bee 
humbled for, except thoſe life your ſelyes> who (ay they are whole, and 
need not the Phiſttian 3 but let me cell you, if I hear a man crying our, 
Keep at a diſtance, come not near, for I am holier than thou, Iſa.'65. 5+ 


I would get as farre from that man in judgement and praQtiſe as 1 could, 


though I would be as near to him in affe@ion, as I durſt for fear of diſplea= 


ling God, | | 
I cannot but before I leave this-point anſwer you in one of your reproach= 
ful exprefdfions, that you makeufe of in your Paper, I call ic reproachful, 
becauſe you would from it caſt reproack upon Gods Miniſters, orherwiſe 
acknowledge the words you bring in are the words of a Prephecy, and 
are theſe, Pur into their mouthes, and they cry peace, peace, but put not 
into their mouthes, and they prepare warre, Micha 3.5. and this you 
fay is fulfilled in many of the Prieſts of E-gland, who as you ſay, Sues 
many at the Law, and caſis many into Friton, becauſe- chey put not into 
their mouthes. dt | 
I confeſs, I know not one prefident of this nature, but if any be, I hope 
there 1s not a godly Miniſter in Ezg/ard that would fteer chis- courſe to= 
wards any that were not well able co pay their dues, and indeed for thoſe 
that are well able to pay, but out of a refraQory eaio- ſaying, and con- 
tradiQting minde will not pzy ; I think che Miniſter ſhould fin if he did not 
Sue ſuch at Law,and my reaſons are thete two Fiſt, te ſhouid fto in tolleras 
ting an evil example, that all covetous wre:ches would be ready to follow. 
Secondly, He wouid hereby frufirate chat- great end, fur whici the Law 
was made and ordained, I] he Law-w«s not made for the gr:od and "ras 
$, tat 


and obedient, but for the ftubbora, refraQtory. Jilubedient, and lawle 
can and willnot anlwer to their dutyy fo as to petioim 1: 

It is true, it 18 defared that Chriſtian Brethren would dwell ſo cogecher in 
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20 | Quakers Principles quaking. 
love and unity, each one ſtriving who ſhould go before afother 1n ready 


performance of eyery juſt and equal thing, that there needed no going to 
Lay, according to that we read, I Cor. 6, I, &c. moſt of which Chapter is 
hid out on this very thing. But whilſt we live in'this world, there will bee 
Tares among the Waeat, there will be ſuch men as Chriſtians could nor 


live amongſt were it not for the Law; for all you ſo much diſclaim the ge= 
ceffity of jt, and not only ſo,but the very uſe of it, 


Bur further, Thave thus much co ſay in vindication of godly Miniſters, 


they both preach againſt, and ofcen times deny themſe]ves in point of their 
own right, to ayoyd this unchriſtian wock of going ro Law, and utterly ſer * 


Oo 


themſelves againſt any that (hall go abouc ro fleece the Flock of Chrifl 
and neoleQ the performance of their duty; and in their Sermons upon oc- 
cakion, preach againſt careleſs Shepheards, blinde Warch-men, and dumb 
Doggy, as you can; yet for allchis, if there be any that are not faithtul in 
dilcharge of their Office, as 4oſes was faichful in all his houſe, Namb. 
I 2, 7. (hall we for ſuch aones ſake condemn all che Lords Embaſſadors # 
God forbid, we might as well. condemn all the cwelye Diſciples, and A« 
poſtles of Chcift,. becauſe one of them was a D-yil, which none cha; fears 
God, dare afferr, | ” 

And now if any be not yet ſatisfied in this point, I refer him to the La- 
boucs of a learned Divine in his time, viz, Biſhop Hatl, who in a little 
Treatiſe of his, called, Prattical Caſes of Conſcience, doth at large re- 
folye the great Controverlie about Tyches. And ſhall proceed to the 0- 


ther great Query mentioned in your Paper, and fo take ieave with you, 


and all of your Opinions till you return again, to the owning of the Truth 
of God, laid down in the Scriptures, and ſubmit.to order, and break your 
ſelves off from. diſorder and contuſion, which tends to every evil work , 
Jam, 5, 16. 
And now to your Second oreat Queſtion concerning Perfe&tion) I 


mult ficlt lay dowa your own words, and then anſwer them, for I defire to | 


be faithful, and not to wrong youin a ſyllable 3 your words are thele z 


And thou Prieſt, Fogge of Liverpool, who ſaid they that bold forth the: 


way of perfe&ion, holdeth not the way: of God ; but from under this: 
thou canſt not gets, but under che Condemaarion muſt come; and your rea« 
ſon is annexed, viz. for the way of God is perfe&, waich way is Jeſus. 
Chriſt, for faich he, 1 amthe way, the truth, and the life, no. man 00» 
meth to the.Father bat by me; bu: bfore I come to the Anſwzr of this, 
from underthe juſt cenſure of falſe accuſation you-canaot gei(Lule.your ona 
Language ) for Mr, Fogge was farre fron denying che way of God to b: 
petiect, or trom denying Chriſt tobe the way, the cruth, and ths life, . bn 
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Ouakers Principles quaking, 2T 
his Aroumefit was, that neither you nor any man, fior Woman upon-earthz 
had attained to perfeRion » ſoas to be abſolutely perſeR in this life. And 
for all ke brought in many pertinent Scriptures to make cood what he ſaid, 
yet you Nick not ſo far to abuſe him, that you bury them all infilence , -not 
mentioning one of them. 1 cannot conceivewhy yol ſhould do fo, unleſs it 
be your aim to hold him forth to the world , tobe ſo ſottiſh , that he could 
not make good his Argument againft yours; but bleſſed be God, there were 
many ear witnefes that day » but had there been none but your {elyes, and 
that you ſhould make your boaſt thereof, yer 1 am confident no man in» 
dowed with reaſon , would give credit to you inſucha thing ; his abilities 
being better Known than your own , 1 ſhall paſs by that diſorder , that you 
truly acknowledge was that day, which was the occaſion that many received 


not ſarisfaRion : For in truth, | know not how ſuch a thing (as Order) 


could be expeRed from a people;that.haye caſt off: both order and decenfic, 


T Corel 4:40 « | | | 

I thall now proceed to the direc Anſyer of your Queſtion, viz, Whe= 
ther perfeRion be attainable in this lite, yea, or no ? you ſay itis : I fay ir 
ts act z except we take along with us theſe foliowing ltmitations , or (as I 
may call them) theſe ſteps to, or degrees of perfeRion, I ſhall for your 
and my 9wn better undeiſtanding, acknowledoe four degrees of pefeRion, 
and acknowledoe three of them attainable inthis life , and the fourth un= 
attainable; all which ,. I ſhall by the affiſtance of God, make clear b'y 
Scripture and that very briefly. : 

Firſt, There is ao impurative perfeRion,. that is, when the perfeRtion of 
Chriſt is imputed-toa man 5 and this was doubtleſs: Fobs caſe, hee was a 
perfe&t man in Gods account, Job 1,8, becauſe God had in the «ternal 
Decree of his unchangeable love, imputed the perfe&ion of Chriſt to hirr, 
he F' inc hold thereon by faith, as it is wiitten, Abraham beleeved God, 
asd it was imputed to him for righteguſneſs, Gen,15,6, and Rom.4.2. 
which is all one with perfeRion; tor that man that is perfectly righteous, 3 
a perife& man, bur chere is none in himſelf , and from himſelfrighteous, no 
not one, Rem. io. There 7s nonethat doth good , nondt one, verl,12. 
And therefore whoever thou art taac boaſteſt of Randing upon the feet of 
thy own perfetion , | ſay unto thee. (in the name of the Lord) if thou 
Randeſt at all, thou Randeli by faith, be not high minded, bur fear, Rom. 
I I.2 0» 

Secondly, There is perfeFionin part, T his is ic the Apoſtle Pa#/ own= 
eth, 2 Cor.13 9 10. For we know in part , and propheſie inpart , bus 
when that which i perfet 1s come , then that which s imperfett ſhall, 
be done away, And. if any.ass when this ſhajl bee? the ſame Apoſtle 
Fu: MB -- - - makes. 
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12 "OP uakers Principles Junkings 


- makes aſiver r. Cor. 15.5 44 When this corruptible hath put on incor« 
. ruption, and this mortal;hath put on immortality ghen ſhall be brought to 
paſs the ſaying that was written, Death u ſwallowed np in viftory Hol, 


13.4. For this corruptible muſt put on incorcuption , and this mortal muſt 


put on immorrality. And the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaking of our bodies, ſaith, t 


i ſown in diſhonour , it s raiſedin glory ; it is ſown in weakneſs, it .5 


raiſed in power; it vs ſown a nathral, bet is raiſeda ſperitual body, Now 


tell me where is the ſpiritual body, tilf it be raiſed from the dead ? But I 
beleeve, and am fully perſwaded that though my body be ſown in death 
a vile body, it (hall in the reſurreQtion be made like unto Chriſts glo- 
tious body,Philip.3.21. 


Thirdly, There is a comparative perfeAion; a man may be ſaid to be a 


_ perfe& man,in compariſon of others that have not received the earneſt of 


their inheritance, and of ſuch we read, Prov.12.26, The righteous man 


#4 mare excellent than his neighbour, Ephel, 1, 14. And indeed it is true , 
_ every oodly manis more righteous , more excellent , and more perfect chan 


his neighbour z for none but the truly godly walketh before God , in up- 


 rightaeſ(s of heart, And that man that hath an upright and ſincere heart, is in 
Gods account a perfe&t mans So Noah and Abraham age (aid to be per- 
fetmen;Ger,6.9,2nd 19.1. 


Fourthly, and laſtly , There is an abſolute perteQion, as | ſaid before , 


-when we the members ſhal be made like Chriſt our head, Co/, r. 38, when 
we ſhall be glorified together with him, Rem.,8,17. when thele vile bodies 


(hal be madelike unto his glorious body, When allthefremainders of corrupt 


nature ſhall bz conſumed in Gods furnace (T mean the grave) bur whilſt 


we continue in the bedy, wee are ſaid to be abſent from the Lord, 2 Cor, 


3 LN | 


This abſolute perfeRion then is not attainable here in this life , which is 

the thing I am now to prove, and by Gods affiſtance ſhall doit, 
Firſt, By Scripture. ws 
- Secondly, By undeniable Argument, and ſo draw to a concluſion. 

And firſt for the firſt, I might fill up much room with places that would 
ſpeak fullyto this point ; but as our Saviour faich , 7: the mouth of two 
or three witneſſes, every word ſhall be eftablified, Iſhall brive in twoor 
three which 1 kope may ſaffice. 

And firſt, Fob that was a perfe& man in the ſenſe I before mentioned , 


viz, in Gods account, yet in your ſenſe he utterly diſclaims ity Joo 9.20 if 


T juſtifie my ſelf, my own month ſhall condemn me, And aftc: jb had 
been as it were expoſtulating with God , and pleading his own innceccncy 
and integrity, and as it were, Gods hard dealing with him, and had inthe 
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bitterfe(s of the anguiſh of his ſoul curſed the day of his birth, &c, 1 fay; 
after all this, when Job comes to himſelf , he cryes out againſt himſelf , 


abhor my ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, Job 42,6. If Job had been 
perfe&t, what needed he to have repented; but further, we find the Apoſtle 


Paul diſclaiming perfeRion in himſelf , Phil.3.12313, Not as thou ob 1 


had already attained ,. or were already perfett, but 1 follow after, &'s, 
And at verſ,14, Erethren, [ count not my ſelf to have apprehended, but 


this one thing I ds, forgetting theſe things that are behind, and reach. 
forth towards thoſe things that are before,&c, | And at verſity, Letus- 


many 4s be perfett bethus minded; as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, The higheſt 


degree of perfetion that I have attained to , is to be ſenſible of my own- 


imperfeRion, 


Secondly, Hee not only diſclaims perfe&ion in himſelf, but fully afferts-- 
that both Jew and Gen:i'e are all under fin, and there is none righteous, no. 
not Ones there is none that doth good, no nor one, GCC Roms3. 9,10. Cee: 
| further for this, [{4.64.6. But we are all a an unclean thing, and all our 
righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, and we all do fade as aleaf, and our - 
iniquities likg the wind, hath taken us away, And what mote plain egainkt - 


your Cottrine of perfeQion,then theſe Scriptures? - 
But ſecondly, 1 (hail prove it by Argument. 


1 If we could attain tobe abſolutely perfect men, and free from fm, we- 
ſhould He freed from death ; if Adams had not ſinned, hee had not dyed , 
Ih the day that tho cateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely dyes Gen, 2.17. And - 


the wages of fin 1s dcaih, Rom 6,23, From whencelI argue, no work, no 
wages ;no (in, no death; But it zs appointed unto all men once to dye, and 
afier death to come to judgement : And why (o ? Becauſe all have ſinned , 
Rom. 5.12. As #j one man fin entredinto the world , and death by fin, 


and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned, Sure then our 


perfe&ion as well as our portion, is in revertion. So at verſ. 5, IF we have 


been planted together with him inthe likeneſs of his death , we ſhall bee 
alſo inthe likeneſs of his reſurrefiion, Oblerve, as we are inthe one, we 


{hall be in the other, 
2 . If we were petfeRly free from ſin, we ſhould be free from tempo= 
ral puniſhments and aftiiQtions, which are the fruits and effeRs of fin,other= 


wiſe God were unjuſt, - But the beft of Gods people are daily liable to tem= 
poral affli&tions, therefore ſhort of perfeRion, |. 


3 If we were perfelt, we could not fin at all , But 5m many things wee + 


offeua all, fames 3.2. And if we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive our 


ſelves,and thereis notruth inw,1 Joh. 1.8, 


4 if we were peitect here , we ſhould hayethe end of gur hope here ; 
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_ miſcrable, 1 Cor.15 19. 


Qzakers Principles quaking, 
But if ia this life onely » Chriſtians had hope, they were of all men moſt 
5 Andlaitly, If wecould attain to abſolute perfe&ion here , we ſhould 
enjoy our g:0rious and ecernal reſt here ; but the Apoſtle was of another 
judgement ; For, (aich he, Dowbtleſs there remains a reſt to the people of 
God, Heb 449. Job \ikewile agrees with the Apoſtle, Job 3,7. and tha 
holy man of God ( Johnthe D:vine) heard other news, and that from 
Heaven tov, Rev,14.13. 1 hearda voyce-from heaven ſaying unto me, 
write, from henceforth , bleſſed are the dead that dye in the Lord , even 
ſe, ſaith the Spirit , for they reſt from their labours , and their works 
follow them, So chen our reſt is in heaven, doubtleſs our perfeRion is not 
here. 

But I remember you pleaded hard for perfeRion, that time the Mini- 
ters gave you the meeting at the Greave-hoxfe from theſe two Scriptures, 
viz, How ſhall I that am deaato ſin live any longer therein > and again, 
As the tree falls ſo is lyeth ; from whence you truly inferred, that as 
Death leayes a man, Judgement is ſure to finde him $3 both which are the 
truths of God being rightly underſtood, As to the firſt of theſe, viz. How 
{hall T that am dead to fn live any longer therein ? itis true, I cannot, fo 
as to make it my trade and living, nor yer [o as olive in the leaſt known 


| fin, with allowance of my {elf therein, nor yer ( as the Scrip:ure phraſe 


is) to tumble and wallow therein; as the Sow char is waſhed doth in 
the mire. Bur hence to aſlert, that he that is dead to fin is freed from fin, 


' Will not follow, for God knows many are the ſecret fins of the beſt of Gods 


people, and therefore David, a man after Gods own heart crys 0:t unto 
the Lord, Lordcleanſe me from my ſecret ſin; and not only (o, but hee 
prays carneſtly that God would keep him, that preſumptuous fins might 


not prevail oyer him, Pſ!, 19. 13, ſure Iam, David was (enfible of his 


own imperfeRion. 
But Secondly. As the Tree falls, ſs it lyes;, or, 4s Death leaves m, 
Tudgement is ſure to find? #s, For that man or woman that doth not here 
za this life by faith make good his proprietie and intereſt in the Lord Jeſns 
Chriſt, ſhall never have benefic by him in che Life to come ; for (ſaith 
he, He that veleeverh ou me, hath eternal life, but he that beleeveth not 
zs condemned already, Joh. 3.16, 18. I freely acknowledge living and 
dying in unbeleef; renders a maa truly miſerable ; for as there is no praifing 
9; God in the Graye, fo there is no aCtings of fauhthere, but As the tree 
Falls foit lyes; but ut follows not hence that we are perfet here, unleſs ir 
De by faith inthe Son of God, and in that ſence I (hall be of your judge-= 
meat, for all Gods people as well as Jo#, do know that their Redeemer li- 


yeth, 


Tow Ouakers Principlet Quaking,. n=" Roy 
 veth, and that they ſhall ſee him atthe laſt day, not with other, but theit- oy 


a 1 » - . a 04 
own eyes; and indeed Chriſt is perfeRion it ſelf. k 


 Ihaveofly Three things more to admoniſh you of, elſe I ſhall fall tos 
ſhort ofa full anſwer to your Paper; Firſt, one is concerning that Laws 
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chat you ſay is written in mens hearts, by which only they are to be guided- | | 
Secondly, Concerning that light you ſay is within a man; to which only he 1s - 
co look 3 and Thirdly, . Concerning your rayling, reviling, and unchriſtian i 
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Language that you ordinarily put forth, in both your ſpeakings and wri= . 
tings 31 am reſolved to clear my ſelf inthe Gght off God, of al) malice and 
wn in what Ifhall ſay totheſe, and what I do ſpeak, to ſpeak in-faith= 
GE " REDS 
= And firſt; The Law written-in mens hearts, it muſt needs be, either Firit 
the Law of God 3 or Secondly, The Law of Nature ; or, Thirdly, Ns 
Law at al!,but a delufion of Sathan; I ſhall be farre from judging any of you, 
and as free in deſiring you to judge your (elyes, that you be not judged of 
the Lord, Miſtake me nor, I know all men and*'women ſhall come te - 
Judgement ; but my meaning is, if we judge our ſelyes, we ſhall not be lo 
Judged, as to be condemned'of the Lord, Bur to the matter in hand, If the 
þ Law you ſpeak of be the Law of God, it cannot be repugnant to the Law 
| of-God; left as a ſtanding Rule for men to walk by, co the end of the world, . 
I need not prove what I-meanhhere, #2, Gods immutable and unchange= 
able Word, the Scriptures, which have been- ſo clearly proved to bee one 
' _. with God, that I neednot ſay any more than what T have already ſaid; but 
"this I affirm, that whatever pretended colour you put upon its if irbe-not 
Law and Teſtimony proof,I ſhall give no credit to its for to the Lawgand to 
the Teftimonies, if they ſpeak not according to this word, itis becaue they 
have no light in them;/fa 3,20, £ PO AR LENO 
Secondly, If jt were the Law of Natare, for all there might bee diffes - 
rences in judgement, there would not be in Natural affe&ion, and cherefore 
duciphering out ſome, that Sathan had gotten ints his power, ſo a8 to bee 
| J.edCaptivebyhimathis will, he ſers this mark or brand upon them; that 
; all men might know them, viz, without Naturai affeRion. Again, - if 4t 
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; were the Law of Nature, it would lead ns to ats and expreſſions of Humag Wl 
| Civility, for the beſt of Gods Saints were always ready to give civil Lan- bh 
| bi 
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guage, and modeſt exprefſions to the worſt of Gods enemies, even to their 
Perſecuto:s z nay, our blefſed Saviour ſpeaking to Jndas, ſaith, Friend, be- is 
trayeſt thou me with a kiſs? Math, 26; 49,50, But you-dare not afford 
Civil deportment, and Language to godly and holy men, no not tothe Mis» 
mifters and Embaſſadours of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for fear of offending; a= 
gainftthis' Law, you ſay men ought ro > guides by; but-the good Lord - ; 
: ouige-. Wis 


ayide me by his Lawawiicten in the Scripcures, and if icbe his wik ove you 
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both will, and Kill to judge aright of chat Law written within, and ifir bee 
not according to Gods Law, to look upon it as the deluſion of the Rrong 
man armed, that will be ſure to keep the Houſe, till a ſtronger than he come 
in-his power and throw bim ou, Mark. 3 . 37. 

Ecome now to the Second AUmonition, concerning that Light you ſay is 
withina many to which he only is to look; I conceive it muſt cither be, 
Firſt,:The' light of Nature ; or, Second!y, The light that cometh by the 


-ikuminating Spirit of God, or elle no light at all, but darkneſs pur: for li obr, 


- | «14. | 
But for the firſt of theſe, viz. The Light of 


Nature, you. utterly diſclaim 


+it, for you ate no more Natural, bur Spiritual, and that not only in party 
:bur 10 perfeRion. I fay as I (aid before, 1 judge you not, you ſtand and fall 
to your own Maſter, But that you and I may the better Judge our ſelves, 


and of chis light within us, I conceiye it will be our wiſdom to try cf what 
Kind it is, by obſerving whither it leads us; and 
Firſt, Ifit lead us with joy and delight to the Aſſemblies of che” Sainte, 
tothe place where God hath promiſed his more ſpecial preſence, to the 
Church of God, the ground and pillar of truth, x T2, 3, 15, 1 ſhould 
then look upon it, as ſometimes David did, Even as a Lanthornu to my 
feet, and alight unto my paths, Fal. 119, 105, but if any mans {cul 
draw-back, Gods foul will haye no pleaſure in that man; and, If any mar 
pthus hand #ntothe Plow, and look back, he is not apt tothe Kingdom 
of God ; But it may be you will objeQ the thing I aime it, viz., The joy- 
ning of your ſelyes to our Churches you dare not do, becauſe there is cot= 
ruption in them, I anſwer, it is cruly deſired of all Gods people, that there 
were none. But we know there will bee Tares among the Wheat; though 
the Seryantsof the Lord of the Haryeſt would gladly have them plucked 
up, and weeded out, yet it1s the Lord of the Harveſt his Decree, that they 
ſhallgrowtogether cill che Harveſt, not that hee hath an eye upon tne 
Tares,buc le{t whilſt his ſervants going about co pluck up the Tares,{hould 
pluck up the Wheat alſo, {ate 13. 28, 29, 30, : 
. Secondly, If. this light lead us co the imbracing of Gods whole, umntire, 
and individual word, in the loye of it, if it lead us to clote with Chriſt 1n 
{ſweet communion in thoſe his Ordinances, that are by him appointed, not 
only for the begetting, but alſo increafing aad rengthening of Faith, and all 
ather Graces of his Toirir, I mean the Sacraments of the New Teltamenr, 
ſo as we can receive Soul-refreſhment, and Grace-ſtrengthening thereby 3 [ 
fay, if this light lead us this way, I ſhould be aſſured it were the Spirit of 


(od, otherwiſe I canaot but look upon ity. as a deluſion of Sathan, to waich 
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tenders of his loye in the Goſpel, and becauſe I would not receive his 
Word in the love of it, he had given me upto beleeye a Lye, and to hear- 


ken to the Farher of Lyes, who though he traniform himſelf idro an Angel 


["_— 


of Light, yet gots abour by All deceiveableneſs of unrighteoulnths to de- 
Ivde poor fouls, to the: utcer defiruftionand periſhing, TI therefore defire 
chat you ard I might+-:-areful to try che ſpirits, whether chey be of God 
or no, for many falie ſpirits,as well as falſe Prophets, are gone out inco the 
I tave bur one word more, and i have done, methinks it ſhould nor hee 
the work of the Spirit of God to: rewle Cody Minifters. ape  woyle ©: 
vants, for indeed I finde it ranked amongſt the works ot the fleſh, Gal:th. 
5. 21, Andelſe-where the Spirit of God ratiks Revilers amongſt ſuch as 
{hall not ir.herite the Kingdom, 1 Cor, 6. 9, T0. and indeed your inhu- 
man Raylings, falle and ſlanderous Acculations, uochriſtian Judgings, 
and Cenſures that you ordinarily paſs upon all that are not of your Qpini= 
ons, What do they but render you to be a people that take to your ſelyes 


that boldneſs that an Angel of God duiit not do, when hee was to deal in 


diſpute with the Devil of Hel!? for ſaith the Text, He dur /t xot bring a= 
gainſt him a rayling accuſation, but ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee, 
Jude 9. I pray obſerve what a firange expreſſion the Holy Ghoſt makes 
uſe of here; an Angel of God, an Arch-Angel, the beſt of Created 
Creatures, difputing with the Devil, worſe thaa the worſt of men, yer: 
durſtnot, I ſay, ducſt not bring againſt hinra rayling accyſacion ; but it is 


too apparent, that men below the Angels of Heayen dare bring rayling ac= 


cuſations again{t thoſe thar are farre enugh aboye Devils, For God made 
mas 4 little lower than the Angels, Plal. 8.5, 6, If I had not juſt oc- 
caſicnto blame'you for your rayling accuſations againft them, that cannot 
be deaied to be your Fellow-Creatures, if no more cou'd be ſaid for them. 
But your bol: is ſhot agaiaſt Gods choyceſt Seryants, and which I deſire 
may be {erioully confidered, Sathan is called, The Accuſer of the Bre- 
thre, Revel, 12. 10, theſe things confidered; I defire you and I may in 
g00d earneſt examine our ſelves, and if we finde our ſelyss ouilcy, ju-lge our 


elves, and a faite as you are fourd in faulc, I hearcily with ( if it be the 


good pleaſure of God ) you may bee cruly (enfible of it, and return, and 
joyn your ſelves tothe Communion of the Saints in the Publick Ocdinances 
of God, that we may have az ' weet Fellowſhip and Communion with the 
Father and che Son, and with vic another,as ever we had before your going 
out from 11s, by which you have declared your ſelyes not to be of us, for 
had you been of n+, doubtlels you would haye continued with us , 
1. 70. 2,19, B 2 Acad 


Eod had i6 Juſtice given me up, becauſe I would nor embrace im fn the 
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Aid, with which I will conclude, . if either you; or ay mai, or mea; 


- 


6ach otherwiſe, ad conſent not. to wholſome words, even tie words of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Doftrin whieh is according to godlineſs, 
( let him prerend as much: humikty as he can ) He is >rowa, knowing ns 


- 


envie, ſtrife, raylings, evil ſurmiſings, 1 Tim, 6. 2: 4. 1 defirechis, and. 
all other Scciprures that are written, may be as. eff: Aual to you, . as ſome- 
times the reading of the thirteenth Chapter t- he Romans Was to Saint. 


(i 


Anguſtin, and itſhall rejoyce my heart.. 


I chargs jon,chat this Epiſtle be ſeriouſly read of all that Jon: 
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thing, but dating about queſtions, and ftrifes of worar, whereof comer 
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